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and served for two years as an assistant in the
department of chemistry. He received the de-
gree of M.D. in 1864. Soon afterward he en-
listed in the United States Army and served as
assistant surgeon until his honorable discharge,
with the brevet rank of captain, in August 1865.
He then went to the University of Michigan
where he spent the remainder of his life.

Beginning as assistant professor of chemis-
try and lecturer in organic chemistry, he subse-
quently held all important positions in the de-
partment, taught most branches of chemistry, or-
ganized and directed certain sub-departments,
and in addition wrote several textbooks and up-
wards of two hundred technical articles. With
others he took a major part in establishing the
school of pharmacy of the university and was its
dean for thirty years (1874-1905). Through
this administrative work and his fifty or more
articles on pharmacy he exerted a wholesome in-
fluence in this field. For many years he served
as an active or advisory member of the commit-
tee on the revision of the Pharmacopoeia, and
many of the methods of analysis in this official
publication, particularly those dealing with alka-
loids, are due to investigations carried out in his
laboratory. As director of the chemical labora-
tory for twenty years (1884-1905) he stimulated
his colleagues and students to maintain high
standards of technique. He also aroused dynamic
interest in the teaching of chemistry and other
sciences by numerous papers and addresses. His
work in pharmacy led him into the allied field of
toxicology where he won distinction by the pre-
cision of his investigations. He also did consid-
erable work in sanitary and food chemistry, and
rendered notable service by improving the drink-
ing water of Michigan, formulating laws deal-
ing with the sale of foods and drugs, and devis-
ing methods for detecting adulterations and pre-
servatives in food. He was intensely and con-
tinuously interested in organic and analytical
chemistry. Beginning in 1874 as the joint au-
thor, with S. H. Douglas, of Qualitative Chem-
ical Analysis and as sole author of Outlines of
Proximate Organic Analyses (1875), he con-
tinued to write books and revisions in these
branches of chemistry for practically the rest of
his life, usually as the sole author, though later
editions bear also the name of a colleague. These
books were widely used and contributed vitally
to the progress of chemistry in the United States.

In 1866 Prescott married Abigail Freeburn of
Ann Arbor, Mich. For many years their peace-
ful, scholarly home gave inspiration and pleasure
to thousands of students. They had no children,
but they adopted a son. Prescott was a member

Prescott

of many scientific societies and served several
in an official capacity; in 1886 he was president
of the American Chemical Society. He was so
methodical in his work, that despite the onerous
duties performed for his university through near-
ly half a century, he found time to travel in
Europe, discharge obligations in religious atid
benevolent organizations, give wise and un-
prejudiced service to his colleagues, and main-
tain loving companionship with a wide circle of
friends.

[The fullest account of Prescott is given in the pri-
vately printed memorial booklet entitled Albert Benjar
min Prescott, Dec. 12, iS^z-Feb. 25, 1905 (1906).
Other sources are: Cat. of Grads., Non-Grads., Officers,
and Members of Faculties, 1837-1921, Univ. of Mich.,
Ann Arbor (1923); Jowr. Am. Chem. Soc., Sept. 1905;
Science, Apr. 21, 1905; Am. Jour. Pharm., June 1905;
Pharmaceut. Era, Mar. 2, 1905; Wm. Prescott, The
Prescott Memorial (1870), and the Detroit Jour., Feb.
25, 1905. For a bibliography of Prescott's works see
the memorial booklet cited above; the Gen. Index to
Vols. One to Fifty of Proc. Am. Pharmaceut. Asso.
(1902), and Collective In&ex to Vols. Fifty-one td
Fifty-nine of the Proc. and to Vols. One to Fourteen
of the Year Books of the Am. Pharmaceut. Asso.
(Z930).]                                                     L.C.N.

PRESCOTT, GEORGE BARTLETT (Sept.
16, 1830-Jan. 18, 1894), telegraph engineer, au-
thor, the third child of Mark Hollis and Pris-
cilla (Bartlett) Prescott, was born in Kingston,
N. H., of which town his earliest American an-
cestor, James Prescott, was an incorporator in
1694. He received his primary education there,
and later attended private schools in Portland,
Me., until he was sixteen years old. From his
youth he had shown a keen interest in electrical
science, and had followed very closely the in-
troduction of the electro-magnetic telegraph by
Samuel F. B. Morse. While still in school he
learned the Morse code and the methods of send-
ing messages and maintaining telegraphic equip-
ment.

Upon completing school, he made his way to
New York, where he acquired additional knowl-
edge and on Mar. 6, 1847, entered the service of
the New York & Boston Magnetic Telegraph
Company as telegraph operator and assistant at
New York. Three months later he was trans-
ferred to the Boston office of the company and
made assistant manager. After another three
months, he was placed in charge of the newly
opened office at New Haven, Conn. He continued
here until 1850, when he left the company to
join the New York & New England Telegraph
Company, which organization had just become
the owner of the Bain Chemical telegraph sys-
tem. For two years Prescott was chief operator
for this company in Boston, but on Nov. 1,1852,
resigned to take the managership of the New
York & Boston, or "Commercial," Telegraph
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